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EO 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PN, PQ, CGEN 
SUBJECT: YACHT - SEA WOLF 

MEXICO FOR LEGAL ATTACHE 
NICARAGUA FOR DCM 

1. MR. JOHN O'TOOLE CALLED AT ECONOMIC SECTION TO DISCUSS HIS 
PROBLEMS CONCERNING OWNERSHIP OF "SEA WOLF", FORMER PROPERTY OF 
A. J. LEFFERDINK. O'TOOLE STATED THAT LEGAL ATTACHE MEXICO 

AND DCM NICARAGUA ARE FAMILIAR WITH THE CASE. YACHT WAS SAILED 
FROM ACAPULCO TO NICARAGUA (O'TOOLE SIGNED ON AS CREW MEMBER) 
WHERE BOAT WAS SEIZED BY AUTHORITIES, O'TOOLE ARRESTED, AND LATER 
RELEASED THRU EFFORTS OF BRITISH EMBASSY. SEIZURE TOOK PLACE 
BECAUSE OF DISPUTED OWNERSHIP BETWEEN O’TOOLE AND MIAMI BASED 
GENERAL ELECTRIC FINANCIAL CORPORATION. 

2. O'TOOLE SAID SHIP WAS RELEASED AFTER INTERVENTION OF AMERICAN 
EMBASSY WITH NICARAGUAN GOVERNMENT FOLLOWING AGREEMENT BETWEEN 
O'TOOLE AND G.E. REPRESENTATIVES THAT YACHT WOULD BE SAILED TO 

U.S. CANAL ZONE JURISDICTION WHERE OWNERSHIP WOULD BE DECIDED 
BY COURT. ACCORDING TO O'TOOLE, G.E. REPRESENTATIVES TRIED TO 
SNEAK SHIP THRU CANAL IN VIOLATION OF AGREEMENT. YACHT IS 
PRESENTLY BEING HELD BY U.S. MARSHALL, CANAL ZONE. 

FOR NICARAGUA: O'TOOLE HAS REQUESTED SUBSTANTIATION BY EMBASSY OF 
AGREEMENT BETWEEN DISPUTING PARTIES TO TAKE SHIP TO CANAL ZONE. 
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PLEASE SHED WHATEVER LIGHT YOU CAN ON THIS MATTER. O'TOOLE MAY 
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WISH THIS EVIDENCE FOR COURT HEARING. 

3. FOR MEXICO AND DEPARTMENT: O'TOOLE GAVE EMBOFF COPY OF LETTER 
FROM CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EQUALIZATION, OCCASIONAL SALES TAX 
UNIT, ADDRESSED TO LEFFERDINK, ASKING FOR DOCUMENTATION AS TO THE 
SHIPS LOCATION, AND A COPY OF THE PANAMA REGISTRATION DATED APRIL 
30, 1975, WHICH SHOWS O'TOOLE AS SOLE OWNER. PANAMA S DIRECTOR OF 
CONSULAR AND SHIPPING AFFAIRS, LATER VERIFIED THIS AS TRUE COPY. 
O'TOOLE HAS REQUESTED THAT COAST GUARD IN LONG BEACH BE ADVISED 
TO VERIFY THE OWNERSHIP OF SEA WOLF WITH CALIFORNIA STATE AUTHORI- 
TIES. HE IS CONCERNED THAT A CURSORY CHECK ON OWNERSHIP WITH COAST 
GUARD WOULD SHOW LEFFERDINK AS REGISTERED OWNER ON THEIR RECORDS 
AND NOT REVEAL THAT THE STATE REGISTRATION IS QUESTIONABLE. 

4. DIRECTOR OF CONSULAR AND SHIPPING AFFAIRS TOLD EMBOFF THAT A 
FOREIGN OFFICE NOTE WAS BEING PREPARED REQUESTING THE EMBASSY'S 
HELP TO DETERMINE WHETHER THE SEA WOLF IS REGISTERED IN CALIFORNIA. 
ACCORDINGLY THE DEPARTMENT IS REQUESTED TO INVESTIGATE THE MATTER 
WITH THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA, THE COAST GUARD IN LONG BEACH, AND 
WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE WHICH HAS AN INTEREST IN THE MATTER. 
PLEASE ADVISE WHAT FURTHER ACTIONS WOULD BE APPROPRIATE. 


JORDEN 
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